Expanding the role of hospice care in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) is a rapidly progressive, ultimately fatal, motor neuron disease that poses a myriad of clinical and end-of-life problems. The needs of advanced ALS patients are well suited to the interdisciplinary, multi-modality setting of hospice, where comprehensive palliative strategies may ease suffering and allow the patient to die with dignity in the home. Unfortunately, hospice services are far underutilized in this setting. There is a great need to increase awareness of both patients and clinicians regarding the effectiveness of hospice in the care of advanced ALS patients.